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Zoning & Development
Planned Zoning Change for Cell Phone 
Tower by Parmer Ln Church
There is a request to change zoning for the 
United Christian Church (UCC) on Parmer east 
of Tamarack to allow a 100 ft. cell phone tower 
(current zoning doesn’t allow structures of that 
height). A number of neighbors are concerned 
about the impact of the tower and oppose the 
rezoning request. 

The UCC offered their facilities for a meeting. 
About a dozen neighbors attended, along with 
District 7 Zoning and Platting Commissioner 
Ann Denkler, a Verizon representative and people  
from Vincent Gerard & Associates. The Verizon 
and other reps explained they had been looking 
for a site for three years and the church is the only 
option. There was also discussion about the health 
impacts of long-term exposure. There were no 
clear answers on some of the details and options 
for conditional overlays and other items. 

The zoning consultant agreed to send us all of 
their files to review. We are also working on a 
valid petition. If enough property owners within 
200 feet of the property sign the petition, the 
change requires a super-majority, 9 of 11, vote of 
the City Council, rather than a simple majority, to 
pass the zoning change.

The Zoning and Platting Commission hearing has 
been rescheduled for June 4; watch NextDoor for 
updates. 

Upcoming Events
 July 4 parade

Bring flags to wave and decorated wagons and 
bikes to ride for the 
annual Independence 
Day parade. At 10:00 
AM. meet at Oak 
Creek Cove (just west 
of Timberside). From 
there the route is Oak 

Creek to Manhasset and 
beyond. Everyone who lives in Northwood, 
Preston Oaks, McNeil Estates or The Reserve is 
invited to a “northwest corner parade”.

We’re looking for people who would like to help 
with munchies and drinks at the end of the route 
(the Association will reimburse costs) and also 
someone to provide some marching music during 
the parade. Email northwoodna@gmail.com if you 
want to help.  See you at 10:00 on July 4! 

Oak Wilt Alert: only prune and paint oak trees when it is very hot or very cold, then prune and  
immediately paint (you can use latex spray paint). Avoid pruning between February and June when 
the beetles transmitting the fungus are most active.
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Continuing News
2019 Due$ are due
The 2019 dues are due. They are $20 and are for 

the calendar year 2019. 
The dues pay for the gift 
certificates for the yard 
of the month, the web-
site, membership in the 
Austin Neighborhood 

Council and help pay for the newsletter and some 
of the special activities. 

To join the Northwood Neighborhood 
Association, either mail a check for $20 payable 
to Northwood Neighborhood Assn to Treasurer 
Nancy Grijalva at 4705 Tamarack Trail, 78727 
OR use the PayPal option on the web site, www.
northwoodna.com.   

Join the Northwood Nextdoor and 
Facebook groups!
Join the Nextdoor Northwood neighborhood 

group and the Facebook group (see web 
site) to stay updated on the latest - from 
information about the apartments to lost/
found pets, recommendations for home 
repair, and more.  

Nextdoor messages can be shared with 
only Northwood neighbors or also nearby 
neighborhoods. To join over 780 Northwood 
neighbors on Nextdoor, go to  
www.nextdoor.com. 

Yard of the Month
April 
The winners are the neighbors at 3807 Northfield. 
The house is beautifully landscaped with lots of 
shade.  It has a rustic wood fence along the border 
that adds charm and uniqueness.  It looks like a 
great yard to lounge in the front yard and greet 
the neighbors.  

Dues must be current to 
be eligible for  

financial assistance for  
treatment of oak wilt

Neighborhood Notes
Oak wilt survey!
We are nearing the end of oak wilt season. 
The tiny nitidulid “sap” beetles visit infected 
trees and get the spores on them and then 
land on a recently-cut healthy oak tree and 
infect it. Avoid pruning or injuring oaks 
from February to June, and immediately 
paint wounds on oak trees year round 
(spray paint works). The sap smell 

attracts the beetle that carries the spores; 
hence the need to spray immediately.

If you see someone trimming oak trees without 
painting and are not comfortable talking to them, 
call 311, they will contact the City Arborist. If 
you have oak trees and they do not appear to be 
healthy, contact one of the Association officers; 
we will ask the Forester to check your tree. For 
details on oak wilt, visit texasoakwilt.org. 

Summer means house flies
From Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M Agrilife 
Extension

As summer approaches, expect to see more 
house flies. While many see house flies as a 
nuisance, they are capable of spreading diseases 
such as dysentery or food poisoning. Due to the 
locations house flies frequent- garbage, manure, 
and carrion- they can pick up bacteria and other 
disease organisms which can transfer to other 
areas where they may land such as dishes, food, 
or countertops.  House flies regurgitate onto food 
to liquefy it before eating and they can further 
contaminate items by defecating upon surfaces

The common house fly has two wings and is 
dull gray with black stripes on the thorax (the 
section where the wings are attached).  Adult 
flies can only eat liquid foods and have sponging 
mouthparts specialized to help them feed. 

Eggs are usually laid on decaying matter such 

as animal fecal material, grass clippings, or 
garbage.  Around 100-150 eggs are laid by the 
female. Depending upon temperature (warmer 
temperatures speed things up); eggs may hatch 
within 8 hours to 2 days.  

Maggots, the immature stage of a fly, are small, 
white, carrot-shaped, and legless. There are 
3 larval molts then mature larvae seek a dry 
location for pupation. Pupae are reddish brown 
and somewhat oval in shape.

During the summer, house flies may live up to 2.5 
weeks while during cooler times of the year they 
may live up to 3 months.

The key to fly management is sanitation, or 
cleaning. Eliminate breeding sites by picking up 
animal waste one to two times per week; empty 
garbage cans regularly; clean garbage cans at least 
once a month with soapy water. Keep garbage 
cans located away from doors that lead into the 
home and make sure they have tight fitting lids.

Other items that can help reduce fly problems 
include keeping window screens in good repair, 
making sure doors and windows have a tight seal 
and weather stripping is in good condition and 
using fly swatters or sticky fly paper to get rid of 
adult flies   

Hot pavement = hot pet feet

As summer arrives, remember that if the 
sidewalk or street is too hot for you to 

walk barefoot, it’s probably too hot for 
your pet’s feet as well. And if you carry 
a water bottle for yourself, remember to 

carry water and bowl for your dog.

http://nextdoor.com
http://texasoakwilt.org
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Police neighborhood contact 
Our police contact is Officer Hank Moreno. 
Contact him at 512.974-4764 or henry.moreno@
austintexas.gov. To just report an incident, call 311 
or use the 311 smart phone app.   

Police report
The City’s Crime Viewer is available at  
www.austintexas.gov/GIS/CrimeViewer/

March
Tamarack Debit card abuse 18:39
April
Oak Creek Dr. Theft 15:21
Oak Creek Criminal Mischief 10:07
May
Trailwood Harassment 21:20

Any time you see a person or vehicle that doesn’t 
seem to belong, get as detailed a description as pos-
sible and notify the police – call 311 (or 911 if they 
are still present). If you can safely do so, get a photo. 


Calendar
July  4 Parade
October  12 Fall Garage Sale
December  Holiday lights contest

Officers:
President  Leanna Lang, 512.680.6977 
     NorthwoodPresident@gmail.com
Vice President  Jeanie Beckham 512.371.7014
        NorthwoodVicePresident@gmail.com
Secretary      Donna Blumberg     512.244-7500
        NorthwoodSecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer Nancy Grijalva       512.218-9492
         NorthwoodTreasurer@gmail.com
The News from Northwood is a publication of 

the Northwood Neighborhood Association
Editor Donna Blumberg 512.244-7500

northwoodna@gmail.com

http://nextdoor.com
www.austintexas.gov/GIS/CrimeViewer/
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Linda Holmbeck  
ABR, CRS, GRI, REALTOR® 

www.austinhomesbylinda.com 
www.facebook.com/AustinHomesByLinda 

   512-653-4644 
Your real estate goals are my priority 

I’ve called Northwood home for over 27 years and have 
been a REALTOR® for 19.  We live in one of the most 
unique and desirable neighborhoods in North Austin.   
 
Austin is currently experiencing a healthy, active housing 
market.  I would love the opportunity to meet with you if 
you’re considering selling and/or buying.  I’ll focus on 
your individual needs and provide you with the highest 
level of service. 

 
My Northwood Neighbor  
program saves you mon-

ey. 
Call me for details. 

Your Realtor® & Northwood Neighborhood Specialist 



NORTHWOOD REAL ESTATE UPDATE 
(As of 05/19/19) 

By Linda Holmbeck, REALTOR® - Horizon Realty Austin 

 
Northwood Numbers (Based on sales data from the last 90 days) 

     6  –  Homes sold in Northwood   
     3 –   Active listings on the market in Northwood 
     1 –   Pending listings on the market in Northwood 
   43 –   Average number of days homes in Northwood spent on the market 
 $214.09 –  Average sold price per square foot in Northwood 
 $376,486 – Average sales price for homes sold in Northwood   

Austin Area Market Stats For April, 2019   (Per latest data released by Austin Board of Realtors®) 

• 3035  – Single-family homes sold volume  (up 15% from April, 2018) 
• $320,000  – Median sales price for single family homes (up 2% from April, 2018) 
• 6217 – Active single-family home listings on market (up 1% from April, 2018) 
• 50  – Average number of days homes spent on market (down 4 days from April, 2018) 
• $1.2 Billion – Total sales dollar volume (up 14% from April, 2018) 

Strong first quarter homes sales in the Austin area housing market showed continued demand as well as 
suburban growth and evidence of stabilizing prices. Home sales in April in the Austin-Round Rock MSA 
were up almost 15% compared to last year. However, the median sales price only increased by a slim 2% 
margin signaling that market prices are stabilizing.  “In the first quarter of the year, the median price of a 
single-family home in the Austin-Round Rock MSA increased by just 0.2%, which is a much smaller 
margin compared to previous years.  Between 2012 and 2015, we saw price increases as high as 9%,” 
Kevin P. Scanlan, 2019 President of the Austin Board of REALTORS®, said.  “These narrower margins 
are a strong indication that market prices are starting to stabilize.” 

Demand in surrounding suburban counties is also on the rise as home buyers seek affordable options. 
“What we are seeing along the eastern crescent, from Georgetown to Buda on the south side of State 
Highway 130, is quite remarkable.  In the last five years, annual home starts have more than doubled in 
this area,” Vaike O’Grady, Austin Regional Director of Metrostudy, said.  “At the end of March this year, 
nearly a quarter of new homes were on lots smaller than 50 feet wide.  This is the direction our market is 
going – smaller homes on smaller lots and price points closer to $250,000 – which explains stabilizing 
prices.” 

Six listings closed in Northwood over the last 90 days and there are currently three active listings priced 
from $379,800 to $389,300. 

Note: “Like” and Follow me on Facebook for the latest information on the Austin housing market as well as 
helpful news about real estate: www.facebook.com/AustinHomesByLinda. 

Linda Holmbeck 
ABR, CRS, GRI, REALTOR® 
512-653-4644 

www.austinhomesbylinda.com 
www.facebook.com/AustinHomesByLinda 

 

Your real estate goals  
are my priority. 


