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Association News

General Meeting / Elections for 2019

Dues are due!

The general meeting took place January 24
at Milwood Library. All of the officers were
reelected without opposition - and all would love
to have new folks get involved. There are many
ways to be involved without being an officer, just
ask!
We also discussed the presumed future
development of the Robinson Ranch land to the
west of Council Bluff and what we could do to
help ensure that whatever is built is compatible
with Northwood, McNeil Estates and Preston
Oaks.
Looking west
Elysium is the last undeveloped tract on our
east side. On the west side beyond Council Bluff
there is only undeveloped land that is owned by
the Robinson family. They have at least several
thousand acres and have begun to gradually
develop it.
Looking ahead, we expect that sometime in the
future there will be something developed on
the section of the Robinson Ranch land that is
close to Council Bluff - it could be single family,
multi family, commercial or another category.
We would like to have some sort of open area

January/February 2019
between Council Bluff back yards and whatever is
developed.
During the meeting ideas for the undeveloped
land past the Council Bluff homes were focused
on green space, a more formal park or some other
type of buffer between current neighborhoods and
any future development. The Robinson family is
involved in developing their land and they appear
to be concerned about the types of development
they allow. The officers will attempt to meet with
them to ask about a possible park or other buffer.
The rest of the meeting was devoted to an update
on the construction of the Elysium Apartments on
Oak Creek. Details follow in a separate article. 

2019 Due$ Are Due

The 2019 dues of $20 are due. The dues pay for
the gift certificates for the yard of the month,
the website costs, Austin Neighborhood Council
membership dues, and help pay for the newsletter.
They can also help eligible neighbors pay for oak
wilt treatments if needed. Please pay your dues.
Oak wilt can affect the entire neighborhood and
the treatment can be costly, depending on the size
and number of trees to treat. Only residents who
are current on their dues are eligible for financial
help with oak wilt treatment.
To join the Northwood Neighborhood Association,

Oak Wilt Alert: only prune and paint oak trees when it is very hot or very cold, then prune and
immediately paint (latex spray paint works). Avoid pruning between February and June when
the beetles transmitting the fungus are most active.

equipment arrives there will be overnight security.
They expect to be finished in April 2020.

either pay online through our website, www.
northwoodna.com or mail a check payable to
Northwood Neighborhood Assn to Treasurer
Nancy Grijalva, 4507 Tamarack, Austin, TX 78727.


We asked the project manager to instruct the crews
to only enter and exit via the frontage road and not
to drive through the neighborhood; she agreed to
do so. However, given the rush hour traffic on the
frontage road, it’s possible that some construction
workers may decide to use the Silver Creek Parmer
entrance. If you see that happening, please note
the day and approximate time (morning/afternoon
- take a photo if possible) and either email an
officer - their email addresses are at the back of this
newsletter–and/or post to NextDoor. We’ll let the
project manager know.

Upcoming Events
Easter Egg Hunt

The neighborhood Easter Egg
hunt is scheduled for Sunday
April 7, with a rain date of April
14. The cost is $3.00 per child for
non-Association members and
free for children of Association members (who
have paid 2018 dues). Be sure to bring an Easter
basket for all the eggs your child finds!

Has the builder developed any other apartments
in Austin? Yes, they have built another
apartment complex that includes affordable
units in Wells Branch, Art at Bratton’s Edge
(www.artatbrattonsedge.com). A notable
difference between it and Elysium is there are no
neighborhood streets to drive through to enter or
leave the apartments.

We will need help before and during the event;
watch Nextdoor for details. 

Spring Garage Sale May 4

The spring garage sale will be May 4. It’s nearly
time for spring cleaning! 

How many of each size of apartments, and what
are the details of the reduced rent (“affordable”)
units? Out of 90 units, there will be 21 at market
rate rents (not affordable). Of the affordable units,
25 will be reserved for veterans via the VASH
program. There will be 17 units at 60% MFI
(median family income), 40 units at 50% MFI and
12 units at 30% MFI. There are 19 one bedroom
units, 53 two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units.

Zoning & Development

Oak Creek/Elysium apartments update

The developer, which plans on building 90
apartment units in 3 structures ranging from 3 - 5
stories on the undeveloped land recently began
construction. As of mid January they have erected
a fence around the property and are in the initial
construction stages.

The units will be affordable for at least 5 years,
per the March 21, 2018 letter from the City’s
Neighborhood Housing and Community
Development Dept. (on our web site’s Oak Creek
Apartments Resources Summary)

The apartment’s web page is www.saigebrook.
com/properties/elysium-grand/elysium-grand.
html.
Construction hours are from 7 AM to 7 PM
Monday through Saturday. If there is construction
noise outside that time frame, please post to
NextDoor (include day and time); the officers can
contact the project manager. Once construction

Some neighbors. aware of a recent (and hopefully
temporary) increase in burglaries and other
incidents, asked about security - would there be a
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full time/resident security guard? What about
security cameras? Per prior discussions we expect
there will be a resident manager but not full time
security; we have emailed the project manager to
ask if they will use security cameras.

the windows, and had deer yard art with lights.
The 3 boys helped their parents put white lights all
around the house and across the yard - a true sight
to see, and a wonderful way to imagine a “snowy”
Texas wonderland!

The main concern about the apartments’
impact on Northwood is traffic, both during
construction and once people have moved
in. This concern includes both the increase in
vehicles and probable increase in speeding
vehicles. Questions were discussed about how
to minimize cut through traffic. One idea was
for the developer and/or City to add another
driveway / entrance to the frontage road.
However, that was discussed at the start of this
project (several years ago) and isn’t feasible due
to the railroad track - even if allowed it would be
very expensive.

4304 Tamarack was the Children’s Choice winner
for this year. The kids loved all of the inflatable
characters in the yard.
Other houses with votes were 3807 Woodchester,
12703 Timberside and 12700 Timberside
Thank you to everyone who added holiday lights
and scenery! It is the caring we all have that make
living in Northwood so special. 

Watch for Oak Wilt

Information is available at
austintexas.gov/page/oak-wilt-suppression
As winter turns to spring and trees begin to get
Another idea: What about making the Oak
their leaves, if you have any oak trees watch them
Creek/Silver Creek intersection a 4 way stop? We
closely. If their leaves do not seem to be budding
will contact the City to get a traffic counter set up;
and growing normally, that might indicate oak
the City won’t make an intersection a 4-way stop
wilt. If you suspect oak wilt, contact one of the
unless there’s enough traffic.
Association officers; a tree expert will be called
to check the tree. More details are available at the
To encourage drivers - both cut through traffic
northwoodna.com web site, in the Newsletters,
AND neighbors - to SLOW DOWN, we will also
Special Interest Articles section.
request the “your speed is” traffic monitoring
signs. These collect data that can be used to
Treating a tree may save that tree but does NOT
decide if traffic calming devices are needed. 
stop the oak wilt fungus from traveling through
the roots to nearby oak trees. The Association may
pay half of the cost of treatment, up to $500, for
eligible residents. See the Oak Wilt Treatment
Christmas Yards of the Month
Assistance page on www.northwoodna.com for
Thanks to all of our neighbors for participating
details. 
in the festive Christmas yard displays this year.

Neighborhood Notes

Congratulations to the winners, who each
received a gift card from The Home Depot.

Cleaning the pantry? Donate canned
food

If you’re cleaning out your pantry and find canned
goods that are close to or even past their expiration
date, donate them to the Central Texas Food Bank.
They take expired canned food up to 3 years after

13017 Silver Creek - Best Lights Display
Congratulations to the Berglund household
who won Best Lights Display and Children’s
Choice. The Berglund family hung wreaths on
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in nearby neighborhoods to share information.
However, they do have rules and violating those
rules - even unintentionally - can result in
NextDoor banning that person. That has happened
to more than one individual.

the expiration date.
For details visit centraltexasfoodbank.org/ or
call 512-684-2145. 

Continuing Business
Thank you volunteers!

One way to violate their rules is to promote your
business on their main feed (that everyone sees).
That is understandable. And even saying “here’s
helpful information, this is my business so I know
this topic” is not acceptable. This editor learned
about a neighbor who was banned for this reason
and contacted NextDoor to ask if there is a way to
share useful information without promoting your
business and being reported. There are 3 ways to do
this:
1. Respond to requests for recommendations by
offering your services
2. Add your business information to your profile
(editor comment: how many NextDoor
members know about this feature?)
3. Create a group to share your “good to know”
information. People who are interested in that
topic (tree care, DIY home repair, etc.) can
join the group, add their own posts and follow
discussions. NextDoor noted that “creating a
Group can be a great way to share one’s expert
tips, while still keeping the main newsfeed
a positive and productive space for topics of
general interest.”

We all appreciate the time you take to volunteer
in volunteer in the various activities. Your work
helps make our neighborhood a special place to
live.
2018 volunteers include:
Yard of the Month Kate Carlson
Easter Egg Hunt
Marilyn Galvan and
Regina Budet
Garage Sales
Association Officers
July 4 parade
Poquoson families
Web site, newsletter Donna Blumberg
Newsletter Section Michael Magrill, Brent
captains, counter
Annear, Duane Pufpaff
Newsletter delivery All the block captains
Oak Creek
Everyone who attended
apartments
a meeting, wrote/
called City Council and
especially the core group:
officers, zoning chair Matt
Synatschk, Farida Deeds
and Jo Ann Bredl


The only “catch” is that a group is only visible to the
neighborhood of the group’s creator, rather than
to all nearby neighborhoods (that’s been requested
as an enhancement, no telling when or if it will be
available). 

Join the Northwood Nextdoor and
Facebook discussion groups!

Want to find out about upcoming local events,
learn about lost or found pets, recommendations
and more? Join the Northwood Nextdoor group
at www.nextdoor.com. Over 700 Northwood
neighbors have already joined. And join our
public and private Facebook groups; find the
links on our website, www.northwoodna.com. 

Police Contact

The officer assigned to Northwood is Hank Moreno.
Contact him at 512.974-4764 or henry.moreno@
austintexas.gov for non-emergency questions. To
report a non-emergency incident to the police, call
311. 

NextDoor Notes

NextDoor is a free and useful service for people
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Police report

(January, March, etc.) except for September. That
month the deadline is the 3rd—the newsletter
must get out early because of the October garage
sale.

If you need to report something and do not want
to have an officer come to Northwood, call at
311 to make a report or go to austintexas.gov/
department/austin-3-1-1. The incident may
seem like an isolated one to you, but to the police
it can be part of a pattern and could provide
them with needed information. You may also
contact the police officer assigned to Northwood,
as noted in the previous article.

Calendar of Events
April
7
April
14
May
4
July
4
October
12
December

The incidents listed below were listed on the City
police department crime report web page, www.
austintexas.gov/GIS/CrimeViewer/. You can also
subscribe to a daily crime report for any area
(such as for 1 mile) around your address at
www.spotcrime.com or krimelabb.com
November
Northfield
Oak Bend Cv
Palfrey
Palomar
Tamarack
Timberside
December
Northfield
Oak Bend Dr.

Assist Fire Dept
Death-Natural Causes
Burglary of vehicle
Burglary of residence
Harassment
Burglary of vehicle

Auto theft
Assault w/InjuryFamily/Date violence
Oak Bend Dr. Burglary of vehicle
Oak Creek Dr Theft
Silver Creek
Theft
January
Council Bluff Burglary of vehicle
Council Bluff Burglary of vehicle
Silver Creek
Family Disturbance


Easter Egg Hunt
Rain date Egg Hunt
Spring Garage Sale
Parade
Fall Garage Sale
Holiday lights contest

Officers:
President
Leanna Lang 512.680.6977
NorthwoodPresident@gmail.com
Vice President - Jeanie Beckham 512.371.7014
NorthwoodVicePresident@gmail.com
Secretary
Donna Blumberg 512-244-7500
NorthwoodSecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer
Nancy Grijalva 512-218-9492
NorthwoodTreasurer@gmail.com

7:27
14:55
12:09
15:55
14:33
9:25

The News from Northwood is a publication of
the Northwood Neighborhood Association
Editor Donna Blumberg 512.244-7500
northwoodna@gmail.com

8:22
2:16
8:56
17:22
14:28
9:20
9:55
2:05

Articles deadline

The deadline for getting articles and ads to the
editor is the 15th of each odd-numbered month
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Tree Care by a Northwood Arborist

Hello neighbors. I am so happy to share with you some ‘tree tips’ so you may
make the best decisions regarding the care of your trees. My name is Heather
Fojtasek and I am an ISA Certified Arborist. ISA, the International Society of
Arboriculture, is the leading worldwide organization for the tree care industry
and focuses on research, technology, and education to advance best tree care
practices. As a Certified Arborist, I took an oath that carries ethical responsibility
and duty to always promote and advocate for tree care, and to cultivate and
share proper arboriculture knowledge.
I grew up in Northwood and still live here. Each time that I have the privilege of working on trees, I am
honored and grateful, especially when they are trees I enjoy in my own neighborhood.
Proper tree care is an essential responsibility for property owners. Trees make the value of a property. If a
tree has poor vigor, it can be unsightly, dangerous, and require a lot of work to care for. If maintained, a tree
is the most wonderful asset a property can have. Some of the most basic maintenance items for trees are
roof clearance, ordinance pruning for vehicle and pedestrians, canopy cleaning of dead wood, removal of
mistletoe and ball moss, hazard mitigation pruning, and raising the canopy.
There are other specialty pruning and tree care practices... even small trees need structural pruning so they
can be in the best possible form when they grow big. As an arborist I promote tree care. I
have been an arborist for 16 years, owned ACTION SERVICES for 10 years and would love
to discuss trees with you. I provide free tree assessments and advice. Call me if you need
maintenance, tree removal, or any imaginable tree project. I have experience from small
scale to large construction and municipal projects. I am a Northwood neighbor, let me be
the arborist you trust for your trees.
512-284-2369. ACTION SERVICES
A local, Women-Owned-Business-Enterprise. Properly insured company

LITTLE
KAHUNAS
PET RESORT
A new dog daycare and
boarding resort made special
for pups up to 30 lbs.

12196 N. Mopac Expy
littlekahunaspetresort.com
512.966.0961

Your Realtor® & Northwood Neighborhood Specialist
I’ve called Northwood home for over 27 years and have
been a REALTOR® for 18. We live in one of the most
unique and desirable neighborhoods in North Austin.
Austin is currently experiencing a healthy, active housing
market. I would love the opportunity to meet with you if
you’re considering selling and/or buying. I’ll focus on
your individual needs and provide you with the highest
level of service.
My Northwood Neighbor
program saves you money.
Call me for details.

Linda Holmbeck
ABR, CRS, GRI, REALTOR®
www.austinhomesbylinda.com
www.facebook.com/AustinHomesByLinda

512-653-4644

Your real estate goals are my priority

N ORTHWOOD R EAL E STATE U PDATE
(As of 01/22/19)

By Linda Holmbeck, REALTOR® - Horizon Realty Austin
Northwood Numbers (Based on sales data from the last 90 days)







4 – Homes sold in Northwood
3 – Active listings on the market in Northwood
1 – Pending listings on the market in Northwood
36 – Average number of days homes in Northwood spent on the market
$205.15 – Average sold price per square foot in Northwood
$349,850 – Average sales price for homes sold in Northwood

Austin-Round Rock Area MSA Year-End Market Stats For 2018
(Per latest data released by Austin Board of Realtors®)

•
•

30,713 – Single-family homes sold volume (up 2.1% from 2017)
$310,400 – Median price for single-family homes (up 3.6% from 2017)

It was another record-breaking year for home sales in Central Texas. “2018
was the highest-grossing year on record, and for the first time ever, the
median price for single-family homes in the Austin-Round Rock MSA stayed
above $300,000 for 10 consecutive months,” Kevin P. Scanlan, the 2019 Austin
Board of REALTORS® President, said. And Mark Sprague, analyst for
Independence Title, expects more of the same in 2019. “Annual sales are still
ahead of where we were last year,” Sprague said. “I don’t think 2019 will be
any different. Austin’s strong gross domestic product growth will continue to
drive our region’s job growth and need for housing.”
Annual sales in Northwood were brisk throughout 2018 with 30 houses sold in
an average of 21 days on the market. The total dollar volume sold in 2018 in
Northwood was $10,429,150 with an average sales price of $347,638. There are
currently three active listings and one pending listing on the market in
Northwood priced from $359,900 to $409,258.
Note: “Like” and Follow me on Facebook for the latest information on the Austin housing market
as well as helpful news about real estate: www.facebook.com/AustinHomesByLinda.

Linda Holmbeck

ABR, CRS, GRI, REALTOR®

512-653-4644

www.austinhomesbylinda.com
www.facebook.com/AustinHomesByLinda

Your real estate goals
are my priority.

