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Upcoming Events

We’re making a few changes for this garage sale:

Meet the City Council District 7
Candidates Sat Oct. 15 at PM

•

As part of the November election,
our District 7 City Council seat is
being contested. The Northwood
Neighborhood Association invited
both Council Member Leslie Pool
and her opponent, Natalie Gauldin,
to meet with neighbors on Saturday
Oct. 15 at the United Christian Church, 3500
W. Parmer. ALL neighbors in Northwood,
Preston Oaks, McNeil Estates and The Reserve at
Northwood are invited to attend.
Natalie Gauldin (nataliegauldin.com/) is
scheduled to attend at 1 PM and Council Member
Pool (www.lesliepoolcampaign.com/) will arrive
at 1:30 PM. This format gives each candidate time
to answer questions individually. Please mark
your calendar and join us! 

Neighborhood Garage Sale (changes)

The Fall Neighborhood Garage Sale is scheduled
for Saturday, October 8, from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., rain
or shine. Registration for the garage sale will be
from September 30 through October 7.

•
•

We are no longer advertising in the Statesman,
only online, through CraigsList, NextDoor
(which allows public events) and our Facebook
page.
We are adding online registration on our
website, northwoodna.com.
We will have an online map with all sellers’
addresses on the website and include this in
the online ads. This will show visitors which
streets have sales; neighbors on side streets will
hopefully see more traffic. If the seller includes a
general list of items (such as “children’s clothing,
furniture, kitchen supplies”) on the registration
form, we will include that; potential buyers can
click on an address to see what generally is being
sold at a location.

You can also register by clipping and completing the
registration form in the back of this newsletter then
depositing it in the black Association mailbox at
the curb of 4507 Tamarack Trail (on the post of the
US mailbox), though we appreciate all who use the
online form from the website at northwoodna.com
We need new signs and are asking for donations
(suggested $4) to pay for them. This can be paid
online or by leaving the money with the registration
at the Association curb.

Oak Wilt Alert: only prune and paint oak trees when it is very hot or very cold, then prune and
immediately paint (you can use latex spray paint). Avoid pruning between February and June when
the beetles transmitting the fungus are most active.
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Friday Presale - we’ll have a ‘pre-sale’ event Friday
night just for Northwood people—it will not be
advertised outside this newsletter. Turn your
porch light on and open the garage door if you
want to participate.

Walnut Creek and Pegasus and planned to build
apartments, including apartments with reduced
rents. They applied for Housing Tax Credits,
which are highly competitive. Most Northwood
neighbors objected to apartments on this tract
due to environmental issues such as increased
risk of flooding and also because of traffic-related
safety concerns.

Remember to register by October 7!

Neighborhood Notes

Due in part to much work by many people, the
developer did not get the housing tax credits
so they asked to postpone the first of 3 readings
of the rezoning. This means the applicant
can withdraw or the staff can request another
postponement. Additional action will be required
by the applicant to withdraw the request. There
was not a specific date given to rehear the case;
they will have to notify us when and if the case is
rescheduled.

Theft of Safe Driving Yard Signs

Hoping to encourage fast drivers to
reduce their speed, several neighbors
purchased yard signs saying “Drive
like your kids live here” and placed
them in their yards. During August
there were a number of posts on
NextDoor.com about these signs
being stolen; the neighbors replaced
them and they were stolen again.
Very frustrating.

The officers are staying alert for the rezoning
application to reactivate. Meanwhile, many
thanks to all who were involved! 

One neighbor with the signs had a video camera
set up; it recorded a man on a mountain bike
taking two signs and throwing them in the nearby
storm drains. That neighbor filed a police report.

St. Francis Church on Oak Creek

Our newest neighbor, St. Francis of Austin
Anglican Church, will hopefully be completed by
the end of November. Check their website, www.
stfrancisaustin.com for details and updates.. 

PLEASE drive slowly in the neighborhood. Saving
a few seconds isn’t worth the risk of hitting an
adult or child who is in the street. 

Continuing Business

New City Council District 7 website

Join the Northwood NextDoor and
Facebook discussion groups!

Council Member Pool’s office has unveiled a new
Constituent Services website, www.d7atx.com/


Join the Nextdoor Northwood
neighborhood group and the Facebook
group to stay updated on the latest, from
lost/found pets (a number of pets have been
reunited with their families thanks to “found”
posts), recommendations for home repair and
more to alerts of suspicious persons and even
posting to their Classified section. They both also
have apps for smart phones.

Zoning & Development
Oak Creek Apartments Rezoning
Postponed

In December 2015 we were notified that
a developer has an option to purchase the
undeveloped 7+ acres on Oak Creek between
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August
Brad Zamzow of 4007 Beaconsdale has put
a lot of labor into maintaining his corner lot,
which includes plants with a modified irrigation
and drip along his fence and sidewalk of Silver
Creek. This adds appeal to the entrance of our
neighborhood and, Brad says, by caring for a
few plants vs. mowing the strip regularly, has
saved him a lot of time! Brad’s suggestions for
an interesting and pleasing yard are: use natives;
plant in bunches of 3 or more for a cleaner look,
unless you’re going for a ‘focal point’; and mulch,
which cuts down on water usage and suppresses
weeds. He also says that planting 4” natives in
the spring or fall should fill the space within 1-2
years, and to be sure and water them until they
get established. Thanks for adding to the beauty
of our neighborhood entrance, Brad!

Differences: anyone with a Facebook account can
see or post to our public Facebook group. Only
residents (based on provided address) can join our
Nextdoor group or our private Facebook group.
Nextdoor messages can be shared either only
with Northwood neighbors or also with nearby
neighborhoods. To join over 500 Northwood
neighbors on Nextdoor and nearly 2,100 for all
nearby neighborhoods, go to www.nextdoor.com
and sign up! 

Yard of the Month

June
Randall and K Zeigler of 3807 Northfield claim
their yard is a “labor of
love.” They have put a lot of
work into both their front
and back yard, and find
yardwork a real pleasure.
Their strategy for their front
yard was to follow the natural growth patterns of their
grass – what didn’t grow well, they bordered beautifully with several flowering shrubs, plants, and
trees, including Mexican Heather and Mountain
Laurels. Along with a colorful and lush front lawn,
they also have a beautifully landscaped backyard,
which includes a 40 year old Ponytail Palm and a
compost garden. Congratulations, Zeigler family!

September
Mary and Jerry Spence of 4602 Bridlewood say
their yard was a blank slate. They like whimsical,
and especially like to incorporate natural
“artwork,” such as rocks and tree roots, into
their design to add interest to their landscape.
Their advice is to try things out – walk around
the neighborhood and see what works for others,
and then go home and try it. They aim for deer
resistant plants, and have several flowering
plants and trees in both their front and back
yards, including Pride of Barbaedos, Autumn
Sage, and Pink and Purple Skullcap. They like to
choose plants that bloom, cover well, and are heat
resistant, including luscious Foxtail Ferns, which
don’t require a lot of water. Their newest addition
was a flower bed planted this year on the side of
their house. Thank you, Spence family – we look
forward to seeing new and interesting designs in
the near future!

July
The Barr family at 4109 Columbine hired a landscaper a few years ago to create a design for their
yard. Since then, they have maintained it themselves. One-third of their front yard is made up of
beds, and all the plants in their beds are drought
resistant. Their colorful plants include Plumbago,
Esperanza Yellow Bell, and Variegated Ginger. Well
done, Barr family – drought resistance is the only
way to go in Texas!

Additional information
Did you know it is the responsibility of property
owners to keep sidewalks clear and private tree
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limbs, plants, and other vegetation trimmed
to 8 feet above the sidewalk and 14 feet above
the street? Please help do your part to keep the
sidewalks and streets safe and accessible. This
includes keeping bushes clear of street signs.
Know the Right of Way, Clear the Right of
Way. For more information, call 311 or visit
austintexas.gov/cleartherow. 

August
Theft
Assault
Family disturbance
Fraud – other
Terroristic Threat
Burglary of residence

Bridlewood
Columbine
Pegasus
Pegasus
Red Clover
Tamarack

16:35
15:12
22:38
22:15
19:56
21:38

2016 Due$ are due

Any time you see a person or vehicle that doesn’t
seem to belong, get as detailed a description as
The 2016 dues are due. They are $15 and are for
possible and notify the police – call 311 (or 911 if
the calendar year 2016. The dues pay for the gift
certificates for the yard of the month and help pay they are still present). If you are aware of a theft
or other problem, post it to NextDoor and/or
for the newsletter
Facebook or email the editor at northwoodna@
Dues must be current
and some special
to be eligible for
gmail.com. An anonymous description of the
activities.
financial assistance for
incident will be included in the police report
treatment of oak wilt
section of the newsletter. 
To join the
Northwood
Calendar
Neighborhood
10
Fall Garage Sale
Association, either complete the form on the back October
December		
Holiday Yard of the Month
of this newsletter and mail a check to the treasurer
at the address listed on the form or visit our web
site www.northwoodna.com and pay with a credit
card and PayPal. A Texas-size Thank You! to
everyone who has paid their dues! 

Police neighborhood contact

Officers:
President Leanna Lang
512.680-6977
NorthwoodPresident@gmail.com
Vice President Jeanie Beckham 512.371-7014
NorthwoodVicePresident@gmail.com
Secretary Donna Blumberg 512.244-7500
NorthwoodSecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer Nancy Grijalva 512.218-9492
NorthwoodTreasurer@gmail.com

The police contact for our neighborhood is Officer
Michael Whetston. Contact him at 512.974-5553
or Michael.Whetston@austintexas.gov. To just
report an incident, you may call 311. 

Police report

The City’s Crime Viewer is available
at austintexas.gov; search for Maps.
You can subscribe to a daily crime
report for any area (such as for 1
mile) around your address at
spotcrime.com. 
July
Forced Sodomy
Oak Creek

The News from Northwood is a publication of
the Northwood Neighborhood Association
Editor Donna Blumberg 512.244-7500
northwoodna@gmail.com

19:38
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Your REALTOR® and Neighbor on Timberside Dr
I’ve called Northwood home for over 24 years and have
been a REALTOR® for 16. We live in one of the most
unique and desirable neighborhoods in North Austin.
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Austin is currently a seller’s market and I would love the
opportunity to meet with you if you’re considering selling
or buying. I’ll focus on your individual needs and provide
you with the highest level of service.

Contact me for a
free home value
assessment

Linda Holmbeck
ABR, CRS, GRI, REALTOR®
www.austinhomesbylinda.com
www.facebook.com/AustinHomesByLinda

512-653-4644

Your real estate goals are my priority

Music and Movement Classes
A Mommy/Daddy and Me Class
Ages 0-5
512-809-9043
MusicwithMissAriel@yahoo.com

Garage Sale Registration
Register by October 7; put this form and optionally $4.00 in the black Association mailbox at the curb
at 4507 Tamarack. List items for sale to have them included on an online map with seller addresses.
Name:______________________________________
Address:____________________________________ Phone: _________________
Items being sold ____________________________________________________________________
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N ORTHWOOD R EAL E STATE U PDATE
(As of 09/06/16)

By Linda Holmbeck, REALTOR® - Horizon Realty Austin
Northwood Numbers (Based on sales data from the last 90 days)







6 – Homes sold in Northwood
4 – Active listings on the market in Northwood
0 – Pending listing on the market in Northwood
31 – Average number of days homes in Northwood spent on the market
$164.36 – Average sold price per square foot in Northwood
$341,167 – Average sales price for homes sold in Northwood

Austin Area Market Stats for July, 2016 (Per latest data released by The Austin Board of Realtors®)
•
•
•
•
•
•

2900 – Single-family homes sold (down 5% from July, 2015)
$285,000 – Median price for single-family homes (up 6% from July, 2015)
40 – Average # of days single-family homes spent on market (down 1 day from July, 2015)
6,805 – Active single-family home listings on the market (up 6% from July, 2015)
2.8 – Months of inventory of single-family homes (no change from July, 2015)
$1.03 Billion – Total dollar volume of single-family properties sold (down 1% from July, 2015)

Home values continued to increase while the number of single-family home sales dipped in
Central Texas during the month of July. “Home prices are at their highest level in history in the
Austin-Round Rock MSA, and as a result more existing homeowners have been putting their
homes on the market this year,” said Jonathan Smoke, chief economist at Realtor.com®. While
the increase in value is seen as a positive for homeowners, affordability is at issue and is
beginning to have a cooling effect on the overall market.
Inside the City of Austin, the median sales price rose to $345,000 in July 2016 up 4.6 percent
from the prior year, while home sales volume actually dipped by 7.3 percent. Housing inventory
rose to 2.4 months of supply in July 2016 and homes spent four more days on the market than
during the previous year.
Over the last 90 days the market in Northwood has continued to be active with six houses sold.
There are currently 4 active listings on the market in Northwood priced from $297,500 to
$369,900.
Note: Ever wonder why local taxing entities claim they haven’t raised taxes while your property tax bill
keeps going up? Find out more about The Hidden Property Tax at http://hiddenpropertytax.com/.

Linda Holmbeck

ABR, CRS, GRI, REALTOR®

512-653-4644

www.austinhomesbylinda.com
6
www.facebook.com/AustinHomesByLinda

Your real estate goals
are my priority.
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Northwood 2016 dues $15.00
Name ____________________________________ Phone __________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
Email _____________________________________________________
Either pay dues through PayPal on our website, northwoodna.com or write a check payable for Northwood
Neighborhood Association and mail to Treasurer Nancy Grijalva, 4507 Tamarack Trail, Austin, TX 78727
(do not drop in the Association mailbox, it isn’t waterproof). Be sure to join the Northwood Nextdoor discussion group at www.nextdoor.com Also join our Facebook discussion group; see the northwoodna.com
web site for details.

7

