
Upcoming Events
Association Officer Elections in January

Everyone is invited to the Neighborhood 
Association board meeting at 7 PM January 
14 at the Silver Grill Cafe. Elections will be 
held for the officer positions - the Secretary 
position is vacant - and current business and 
issues will be discussed. Current officers are 

willing to continue, and would like to get more 
folks with fresh ideas involved - it only takes a 
few hours a month. If you would like to serve on 
the Association Board, contact one of the current 
officers (see the last page). There are other options 
for folks who want to help keep Northwood a 
great neighborhood without being an officer - just 
ask!  

Vote for December Yard of the Month 
It’s time to vote for the best lights and display in 
Northwood. The 2 categories are Children’s choice 
and best overall. There are 3 ways to vote 1) on 

our website northwoodna.com (click the right 
side link for Holiday lights voting page) 2) 
with the ballot on the last page -  put it in the 
black Association mailbox at 4507 Tamarack 
Trail - or 3) email northwoodna@gmail.
com. Vote by Dec. 21. Be sure to include the 
address, category (Children’s choice or best 
overall) and voter’s name. 

Neighborhood Notes
Filled in drainage ditches may mean more 
flooding
It has been brought to the attention of the 
Northwood Neighborhood Association that some 
neighbors on the south side of Tamarack Trail (which 
back to Preston Oaks) have had a lot of flooding in 
their yards with the recent heavy rains. 

We have found 10 houses so far in Preston Oaks that 
have filled in the deeded drainage easement to their 
retention pond. This drainage easement and reten-
tion pond were required when the houses were built 
about 20 years ago; some of the current Preston Oaks 
homeowners may be unaware of their purpose - that 
the ditches direct water to the retention pond and 
prevent water during heavy rains from damaging 
yards, decks and/or homes in Northwood.

Damage from the flood and filled in ditches: one 
yard in Preston Oaks still has the drainage ditch, so 
the water gushed through it to the front of the house 
behind it on Tamarack and washed all of the grass 
from that house’s side yard to the neighboring yard. 
Additionally, that neighboring house’s back deck was 
under water for several days and it has a raised bed 
garden in the back yard which was completely under 
water; most of the good soil washed away and must 
be replaced before they can replant their garden, 

Oak Wilt Alert: only prune and paint oak trees when it is very hot or very cold.  
Always prune and immediately paint (you can use latex spray paint).  

Avoid pruning between February and June when the beetles transmitting the fungus are most active.
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which may again be washed away if the situation 
is not resolved.

Other homes have had their yard underwater 
for 2 or 3 days after a big rain. The neighbors are 
concerned that water from a future heavy rain 
could get into their house. 

The drainage easement goes from the back fence 
approximately 3-4 feet into the Preston Oaks 
yards, and is at least 3 feet deep. Please contact 
the Northwood Board if it has been filled in 
behind your home, Nancy Grijalva at  north-
woodtreasurer@gmail.com We will contact the 
management company for Preston Oaks to have 
this corrected. 

Community College Counsel:  free classes?
From www.austincc.edu
All senior citizens and high school students 
should be aware that they may be able to attend 
Austin Community College for free.

For high school students, it's a great way to 
complete some of the required college courses 
while in high school; some classes are even 
offered at Anderson High School. Check the early 
college start page, austincc.edu/ecs and talk to 
your high school counselor. Additionally, that 
web page has information on ACC Tech, a way 
to start a college technical major in high school. 
In an ACCTech program, students begin their 
course of study in high school and continue in a 
community or technical college. 

Senior citizens (age 65+) can attend for free to 
study new topics and learn new skills. The catch: 
your registration begins after the regular student 
registration, so your chosen class may be full. 
Visit www.austincc.edu/apply-and-register and 
click on the “Find type of Student” link or search 
for “senior citizens”. And allow time to become 
enrolled, which is required to register.

Editor’s personal experience: I have seen senior 
citizens in several classes (such as woodworking) 
and I have always found that ACC is an excellent 
and reasonably affordable place to learn for 
personal or professional interest, and can be a 
gateway to bachelor degrees and beyond. 

Home and Family Safety
Indoor Plants Dangerous To Children & Pets
From healthfreedoms.org/10-indoor-plants-that-
are-dangerous-to-children-pets/

Many people enhance their homes with plants. 
As the weather turns cold and plants are brought 
inside, be aware that some are dangerous or even 
deadly for children or pets if ingested. Here are 10 
common plants in that category.

Daffodils and hyacinths - 
Both of these are highly toxic to both 
people and pets, especially if the bulb is 
ingested. Both can cause intense stomach 
problems; daffodils can also cause high 
blood pressure, tremors, and irregular 
heartbeat. 

Dumb Cane (Dieffenbachia)
When eaten, the sap causes the tongue to 
burn and swell, possibly enough to block off 
air to the throat. It can be fatal to both humans and 
pets if ingested in large amounts.

Oleander
Nerium oleander looks delicate and innocent, but 
is so toxic that even ingesting honey made from its 
nectar can produce symptoms. Even eating one leaf 
can cause serious problems including arrhythmia, 
dizziness, and tremors for adults and especially for 
children. In cats and dogs it can cause arrhythmia, 
vomiting, and cold extremities.

http://austincc.edu/ecs
http://www.austincc.edu/apply-and-register
http://healthfreedoms.org/10-indoor-plants-that-are-dangerous-to-children-pets/
http://healthfreedoms.org/10-indoor-plants-that-are-dangerous-to-children-pets/
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Peace Lily
Like philodendrons and pothos, however, they 
can cause painful symptoms and sometimes 
death if ingested by humans or animals. 
Symptoms include burning and swelling of 
lips, mouth, and tongue, difficulty speaking or 
swallowing, vomiting, nausea, and diarrhea.

English Ivy
English Ivy is a vine plant grown both indoors 
and outdoors for decorative purposes. It is 
poisonous to humans, pets, and livestock when 
eaten. Symptoms include breathing difficulties, 
convulsions, vomiting, and in extreme cases, 
paralysis and coma.

Hydrangea
Eating the flower buds of a hydrangea can cause 
stomach pains, vomiting, diarrhea, heavy breath-
ing, lethargy, and can even lead to a coma. This 
plant can also be poisonous to pets if ingested.

Iris
Irises are poisonous to both people and pets. If 
eaten, they can cause nausea, vomiting, stomach 
pain, diarrhea, and fever.

Mother-in-Law’s Tongue, AKA Snake Plant
The toxicity level for humans is low, 
producing short-lasting symptoms 
such as mouth pain, salivation, and 
some nausea when eaten. Animals 
can experience excessive salivation, 
pain, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea 
if ingested.

Aloe Vera
While the gel inside the plant is 
known to help with burns, cuts and skin prob-
lems, the skin and other inner layers can irri-
tate skin on contact and irritate intestines upon 
ingestion. Make sure the plant’s skin and subse-
quent yellow layer of latex are adequately cut 

away from the aloe gel before using. The plant is 
mildly toxic to pets if consumed, but is okay for 
topical uses. 

During Holidays, Do the 5
From an article by the North Austin Community 
Neighborhoods Association
The holidays are as busy a time for criminals as 
for the rest of us. The house on either side of you 
and the three houses in front of you are your 
FIVE. Keep an eye on them, including taking 
hangers off the door, picking up papers, and 
anything else that will make your area of the 
neighborhood look lived in and cared for. Always 
call 311 (or use the 311 web page on the City site 
or their smart phone app) for anything, even if it 
seems silly. Often it is the pattern of 311 calls that 
highlights a problem.

Be extra suspicious of people wandering the 
neighborhood with cell phones and backpacks. 
Often they are casing the neighborhood, seeing if 
a house will be an easy target, or if neighbors are 
willing to ask questions or call the police.  

Holiday travel tips
If you leave home for the holidays, turn off the 
water at the street and drip or drain the pipes. If 
we get a hard freeze, that reduces the chances of 
coming home to water damage from burst pipes. 

Ask a neighbor to pick up the paper and mail etc., 
Leave your contact information with neighbors 
and leave keys with trusted people. (One year a 
cat was trapped in a garage but was eventually 
rescued). Disable your garage door opener and 
store it in a safe place. Mark valuables with your 
driver’s license number, take photos and note 
their serial numbers to increase the chances of 
getting stolen property returned. Back up your 
computer’s important information; ideally store 
that away from your home. 
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Continuing Business
Join the Northwood Facebook and 
Nextdoor  discussion groups!

Nearly 350 Northwood neighbors are 
members of the Nextdoor Northwood group, 
and have used it to ask questions (“need a 
handyman”, “lost/found pet”), announce 
events and share general information. 

To join the Northwood Nextdoor community, go 
to www.nextdoor.com/ and sign up; by adding 
your street address NextDoor knows you are in 
Northwood. You control how much information 
others can see about you. And when you post 
information, you can either limit it to Northwood 
or share with nearby neighborhood. 

Police report
The City’s Crime Viewer is available at www.
austintexas.gov/GIS/CrimeViewer/. You can also 
subscribe to a daily crime report for any area 
(such as for 1 mile) around your address at www.
spotcrime.com and check krimelabb.com

In late November a news report noted that thieves 
were breaking into vehicles parked in driveways,  
stealing garage door openers and sometimes 
opening the garage doors, looking for valuables 
to steal. (Editor’s comment: hopefully they would 
never decide to enter the house.)

September Time
Fraud - other Trailwood 16:49
October
False alarm or report  Oak Creek 21:04
Found property Burr Oak 19:15
Fraud - other Palomar 12:24
Possession of prohibited 
weapon

Oak Creek 8:18

Terroristic threat Oak Creek 1:58
November

Theft Tamarack 15:10
Theft of metal Oak Creek 11:52

Any time you see a person or vehicle that doesn’t 
seem to belong, get as detailed a description as 
possible and notify the police – call 311 (or 911 if 
they are still present). Always call 311 or 911 for 
unusual or suspicious activities; that information 
may help the police identify patterns and catch a 
criminal 

Calendar
December  Holiday Yard of the Month

Officers:
President  Glenn Parker          512.923-6099
        NorthwoodPresident@gmail.com 
Vice President - Jeanie Beckham 512.371.7014          
 NorthwoodVicePresident@gmail.com
Secretary vacant
        NorthwoodSecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer Nancy Grijalva      512-218-9492
         NorthwoodTreasurer@gmail.com 

The News from Northwood is a publication of  
the Northwood Neighborhood Association

Editor Donna Blumberg 512.244-7500
northwoodna@gmail.com

Classified Ad rates:
     Business card   $15
     1/4 page     $35
     1/2 page          $60
     Full page     $85

https://nextdoor.com/
http://www.austintexas.gov/GIS/CrimeViewer/
http://www.austintexas.gov/GIS/CrimeViewer/
http://spotcrime.com
http://spotcrime.com


NORTHWOOD REAL ESTATE UPDATE
(As of 11/15/15)

By Linda Holmbeck, REALTOR® - Horizon Realty Austin
 
Northwood Numbers (Based on sales data from the last 90 days)

 8 – Homes sold in Northwood  
 4 – Active listings on the market in Northwood
 1 – Pending listing on the market in Northwood
 33 – Average number of days homes in Northwood spent on the market
 $ 164.62 – Average sold price per square foot in Northwood
 $283,525 – Average sales price for homes sold in Northwood  

Austin Market Stats September, 2015 (Per latest data released by The Austin Board of Realtors)

• 2,603 – Single-family homes sold (up 7% from Sept, 2014)
• $258,000 – Median price for single-family homes (up 8% from Sept, 2014)
• $324,150 – Average price for single-family homes (up 5% from Sept, 2014)
• 47 – Average number of days single-family homes spent on market (up 3 days from Sept, 2014)
• 2,860 – New single-family home listings on the market (up 11% from Sept, 2014)
• 2.8 – Months of inventory of single-family homes (unchanged from Sept, 2014)
• $843,762,450 – Total dollar volume of single-family properties sold (up 13% from Sept, 2014)

Austin homes sales and prices hit another all-time high for the month of September according to the 
Austin Board of REALTORS.  Home sales were up 7% over September, 2014 and the median sales price 
rose 8% to $258,000. Fall sales in Northwood have been brisk with four houses closed since October.  
Current active listings on the market in Northwood are priced from $276,000 to $386,500.

On November 3rd Texas voters passed Proposition 1 which will afford homeowners tax relief averaging 
$130 annually.  The measure also prohibits local authorities from reducing or eliminating the homestead 
exemption.  Most importantly, the provision prohibits state and local governments from instigating a sales 
tax on real estate transactions in Texas.

Tip of the month: Upcoming Trends in Bathroom Design
• Nature's way. Tile was the popular trend in last year but nature is making a comeback this year with earthy 

materials like stone and wood. “Upcycling” will also be in this year, so look around for recycled sources.  
Consider using wood-look tiles or wood paneling on one wall for a pop of earthy goodness. 

• Water control. A hot trend in bathroom design will be reducing water waste. This trend includes
touchscreen operated showers, thermostatic mixers and mixers that control multiple water sources.

• Luxury Options. Nothing says luxury like a deep freestanding bathtub. From round to square, there are a 
ton of options for greater relaxation and aesthetic appeal. Also, adding more shower space is a popular 
option with walk-in showers featuring walls or sheets of glass.

Linda Holmbeck
ABR, CRS, GRI, REALTOR®
512-653-4644

www.austinhomesbylinda.com
www.facebook.com/AustinHomesByLinda

Your real estate goals 
are my priority.
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With the hectic holidays upon us, let us do what we love to do.

call Busy Broom Kleaning Service
Over 25 years experience, Family owned and operated

Neighborhood References available upon request
See our YELP.COM Busy Broom Kleaning Service reviews

Use this coupon for a 20% discount for first time clients
Gwendolyn Mask, Owner 512.589.3296, busybee1957@hotmail.com

Many thanks to the United Christian 
Church of Austin for generously 
allowing us to use their facilities for 
our meetings in 2015.

They invite everyone to join their 
Christmas services - the Longest 
Night on Dec. 22 at 7 PM, Christmas 
Eve on December 24 at  6 PM 
(Children’s early worship) and 11 PM 
- and all other services, events and 
activities.

UCCAustin.org

http://UCCAustin.org
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December Holiday Yard of the Month contest - place in Association black mailbox at the curb of 4507 
Tamarack Trail, email to Northwoodna@gmail.com  or vote on our website by December 21.

Adult Voter 1 name:  ______________________ address-best yard _______________________________________

Adult Voter 2 name:______________________ address - best yard _______________________________________

Adult Voter 3 name:_______________________address - best yard _______________________________________

Child voter 1 name:_______________________ address - children’s choice _________________________________

Child voter 2 name:_______________________ address - children’s choice __________________________________

Child voter 3 name:_____________________ address - children’s choice__________________________________
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