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Association President position vacant
If you enjoy living in Northwood and want to help 
keep it a special place to live, consider stepping 
into the open President's position. The President 
works closely with the other officers; it usually 
only takes at most a few hours a month and much 
of the work is done via email. If you are interested, 
contact one of the officers (last page). 

Events/April Meeting
Neighborhood meeting April 9  
Important topic
All residents are invited to the next Association 
meeting, April 9 at 7 PM at the United Christian 
Church, 3500 W Parmer Ln (just east of Tamarack 
on Parmer).

After realizing that the murder in Northwood last 
year was solved because a neighbor had taken a 
video which happened to include the suspects, 
some neighbors who have home security with 
video cameras approached the Association Board 
with an idea: make their home video available to 
the police if needed to help identify suspects in 
neighborhood crimes. That is a possibility, and 
there are many questions and concerns to answer. 

One thing to keep in mind is that we are a 
neighborhood association, not a homeowners 

association, so we are very limited in what we 
could do or require. At most the neighborhood 
association could make Northwood neighbors 
aware of the program and be an intermediary 
between the police and residents who want to 
participate.

The Association has been in touch with Officer 
Whetston, our neighborhood police officer, about 
this idea. He is researching possibilities and will 
contact us before the April 9 meeting. There are 
many questions to consider; if you are interested, 
please join us at the April 9 meeting. Updates about 
this will be posted on Nextdoor; if you are not yet 
a member, please join to learn the latest (details in 
another article). 

Spring garage sale May 2
The Spring Neighborhood Garage Sale is scheduled 
for Saturday, May 2nd from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., rain 
or shine, with a neighborhood preview Friday 
May 1 (details follow). Registration for the garage 
sale will be from April 24 through May 1. The 
registration form is in the back of this newsletter.

The garage sale will be advertised in the Austin 
American Statesman, CraigsList and Nextdoor and 
signs will be put out the day of the sale.  

Friday Presale - lots of professional garage sale 
shoppers start extra early on Saturday, before 

Oak Wilt Alert: only prune and paint oak trees when it is very hot or very cold, then prune and  
immediately paint (you can use latex spray paint). Avoid pruning between February and June when the 

beetles transmitting the fungus are most active.
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“normal” people, and lots of neighbors like to 
shop Friday night. So we’ll have a ‘pre-sale’ event 
Friday night just for Northwood people—it will 
not be advertised outside this newsletter. 

If you are selling and want to be open Friday 
night, turn your porch light on and open your 
garage door. If you only want to sell Saturday and 
just get ready on Friday evening, keep your garage 
door closed and porch light off. For people who 
want to shop on Friday, around dusk is a good 
time to start shopping.

Remember to register by May 1! Check the back 
of this newsletter for your registration form and 
deposit it and the $2.00 in the black Association 
mailbox at the curb of 4507 Tamarack Trail. 

Home & Family Safety 
Watch for oak wilt
From austintexas.gov/page/oak-wilt-suppression 
and www.texasoakwilt.org/
If you have oak trees, now is the time of year to 
check for oak wilt. Watch the oak trees as 
their leaves bud. Oak wilt symptoms first 
appear in late spring or early summer. 
Leaves turn a dull, bronzed brown at the 
tips and along the outer margins, with 
a sharp line separating discolored from 
normal green tissue. Leaves discolor, 
wilt, and fall at the top of the tree 
first, and later at the tips of the lateral 
branches. 

If you see any trees that match this description, 
contact one of the Association officers. The 
Association can contact the Texas Forest Service 
to conduct an overall survey of our neighborhood 
to look for signs of oak wilt. 

Fear flash floods!
This information is from a Flooding 101 training 
session the editor attended
Austin is in the heart of “flash flood alley”. Floods 
can occur in hours or even minutes. Austin also 
has hundreds of low water crossings, including 
several near Northwood (on Adelphi and Waters 
Park); some low water crossings flood regularly. 

When a low water crossing is flooded and police 
have erected a barricade, do NOT ignore it and 
attempt the crossing... even if you just live on the 
other side. It may look safe, but the force of the 
water may have washed away part of the road - 
that has happened. It doesn’t take much water 
to float a car or truck, especially if the water is 
moving swiftly and rising fast, as often happens 
during flash floods. Per Austin Watershed 
Protection department (www.austintexas.gov/
department/flood-safety-preparedness), nearly 
75% of flooding deaths occur in vehicles. And 
passing a low water crossing barrier is a class C 
misdemeanor - a driver ignoring the low water 
crossing barricades may be fined up to $500.  Is 
saving a few minutes worth risking your life... 
and maybe the lives of your children or other 
passengers?

How to know when a low water crossing is 
closed? www.atxfloods.com has a map of all the 
low water crossing in Austin and surrounding 
communities; green are open and red are closed. 
Sign up for text/email/phone alerts at  
www.atxfloods.com/alerts.php. This link and 
other related ones are on the Resources page of 
our web site, northwoodna.com. 

Flood plain maps revised / flood 
insurance
This information is from a Flooding 101 training 
session the editor attended
In 2014 FEMA updated the 100 year flood plain 
maps for Austin; some Northwood homes  and 

austintexas.gov/page/oak-wilt-suppression
http://www.texasoakwilt.org/
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/flood-safety-preparedness
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/flood-safety-preparedness
http://www.atxfloods.com
http://www.atxfloods.com/alerts.php
http://northwoodna.com/resources/
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property are in the current flood plain; the map is 
available at www.austintexas.gov/FloodPro/#/ (be 
sure to allow pop-ups in the browser). Tip: type 
your address on the Floodplain Information tab 
then click Report to display information about 
the address.  If Flood Zone has an A or AE, some 
of the property is in the current flood plain; an X 
means it is not in the flood plain.

If an area is in the 100 year flood plain, it means 
there is a 1% chance of it being flood each year. 
Thus, for a home is in the 100 year flood plain, 
over the life of a typical 30 year mortgage, there 
roughly is a 25-30% chance of the house being 
flooded.

Flood damage is not covered by standard 
homeowners or renters policies. Should you get 
flood insurance? (There is Contents Only flood 
insurance available for renters) Your mortgage 
lender will probably require it if you are in the 
flood plain. Even if your property isn’t in the 
flood plain you may still be at risk from “local 
flooding”. For example, if your property is the 
lowest point on the street, water may collect on 
your property and possibly in your house during 
a heavy rain or if a water main bursts. Talk to 
your lender or insurance agent 

Neighborhood Notes
Northwood Real Estate Update (As of 
3/16/15)
By Linda Holmbeck, REALTOR® - Horizon Realty 
Austin
Northwood Numbers (Based on sales data from 
last 90 days) 

 3 – Homes sold in Northwood 
 3 – Active listings on the market in Northwood
 1 – Pending listing on the market in Northwood
 30 – Average number of days homes in 

Northwood spent on the market

$315,000 – Median sales price for homes sold in 
Northwood

$316,167 – Average sales price for homes sold in 
Northwood 

$ 176.61 – Average sold price per square foot in 
Northwood

Austin Market Stats January, 2015 (Per latest data 
released by The Austin Board of Realtors)
• 1,547 – Single-family homes sold (up 11% 

from Jan., 2014)
• $240,000 – Median price for single-family 

homes (up 13% from Jan., 2014)
• $310,187 – Average price for single-family 

homes (up 14% from Jan., 2014)
• 63 – Average number of days single-family 

homes spent on the market (unchanged from 
Jan., 2014)

• 2,360 – New single-family home listings on 
the market (up 1% from Jan., 2014)

• 2.2 – Months of inventory of single-family 
homes (up 0.2 months from Jan., 2014)

•  $479,859,289 – Total dollar volume of single-
family properties sold (up 27% from Jan., 
2014)

Spring is finally here and the Austin housing 
market is ablaze as expected.  
Inventory remains low 
-- up only 1% compared 
to the same time last year. 
Home sales prices continue 
to rise at a brisk pace as a 
result of the low volume of  
inventory and the influx of 
home buyers. Mortgage rates 
remain at historic lows  which makes this a great 
time to buy or refinance.

Houses in MLS Area N (which includes 
Northwood) sold for 99% of list price in  January. 
Houses in Northwood are selling for historically 
high prices in record time.  

http://www.austintexas.gov/FloodPro/#/
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New Playgroup
If you have a young child and are looking for 
playmates, check out the meetup NW Austin 
Mommas at www.meetup.com/Northwest-Austin-
Mommas/. The editor learned of this group from a 
Nextdoor discussion about playgroups. 

Continuing Business
Join Northwood’s Nextdoor.com group!
Lose or find a pet? Need a handyman? Want 
to learn about nearby events or when the City 
shares information with neighbors? Join over 230 
neighbors in Northwood - and over 1,200 folks 
in nearby neighborhoods - at www.Nextdoor.
com. 

2015 Due$ are due
The 2015 dues are due. They are $15 and are for 
the calendar year 2015. The dues pay for the gift 
certificates for the yard of the month and help pay 
for the newsletter and some of the special 
activities. 

To join the Northwood 
Neighborhood 
Association, either 
pay via PayPal on 
our website, www.
northwoodna.com or 

complete the form on the back of this newsletter 
and mail a check to the treasurer at the address 
listed on the form.  

Police neighborhood contact 
Our neighborhood police contact is Officer 
Michael Whetston. Contact him at 512.974-5553 
or Michael.Whetston@austintexas.gov. To just 
report an incident, call 311 or use the Austin 311 
app.  

Dues must be current 
to be eligible for  

financial assistance for  
treatment of oak wilt

Police report
The incidents listed below were listed on the City 
police department crime report web page  www.
austintexas.gov/GIS/CrimeViewer/  

Street Crime Time
January
Burr Oak Disturbance - other 17:19
February
Oak Creek Assault with Injury 18:50
Tamarack Abandoned vehicle 14:29
Palomar Burglary of vehicle 10:18
Palomar Burglary of vehicle 8:09
Red Clover Burglary of vehicle 13:30
Silver Creek Debit card abuse 15:54
March
Silver Creek Family disturbance 12:12

Always keep your car locked and be sure there 
are no visible valuables in your car, even when 
it’s parked in your driveway. Per the police, put 
valuables in the trunk before going to the gym or 
elswhere - thieves often observe who places wallets 
and purses in the trunk.

Any time you see a person or vehicle that doesn’t 
seem to belong, get as detailed a description as pos-
sible and notify the police – call 311 (or 911 if they 
are still present).  

Calendar
May   2 Spring Garage Sale
July  4 Parade
October  10 Fall Garage Sale

December  Yard of the Month 
contest

http://www.meetup.com/Northwest-Austin-Mommas/
http://www.meetup.com/Northwest-Austin-Mommas/
http://www.nextdoor.com
http://www.nextdoor.com
http://www.austintexas.gov/GIS/CrimeViewer/
http://www.austintexas.gov/GIS/CrimeViewer/
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Officers:
President  vacant
        
Vice President Jeanie Beckham 512.371-7014 
 NorthwoodVicePresident@gmail.com
Secretary Rosalia Nassaux 512.826-3111
        NorthwoodSecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer Nancy Grijalva 512.218-9492
         NorthwoodTreasurer@gmail.com

The News from Northwood is a publication of 
the Northwood Neighborhood Association

Editor Donna Blumberg 512.244-7500
northwoodna@gmail.com

Classified Ad rates:
     Business card   $15
     1/4 page       $35
     1/2 page            $60
     Full page       $85

Northwood 2015 dues $15.00

Name ____________________________________   Phone __________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________  
Make check payable for Northwood Neighborhood Association and mail to Nancy Grijalva, 4507 
Tamarack Trail, Austin, TX 78727 (do not drop in the Association mailbox, it isn’t waterproof) OR 
pay via PayPal on the website, www.northwoodna.com
Be sure to join the Northwood Nextdoor discussion group - go to www.nextdoor.com to sign up.

Northwood Garage Sale Registration $2.00 - register by May 1

Name_________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________

Place this form and $2.00 in the black Association mailbox at the curb of 4507 Tamarack Trail

http://www.nextdoor.com
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Please Join Us on Easter, Sunday April 5 
 at United Christian Church 

3500 W. Parmer Lane 
 

Quiet Start Worship - 9:00 am 
Potluck Easter Breakfast - 10:00 am 

Full House Worship - 11:00 am 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.  
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Linda Holmbeck  
ABR, CRS, GRI, REALTOR® 

www.austinhomesbylinda.com 
www.facebook.com/AustinHomesByLinda 

   512-653-4644 
 

I’ve called Northwood home for over 23 years and 
have been a REALTOR for 15.  We live in one of 
the most unique and desirable neighborhoods in 
North Austin.   
 
Austin is currently a seller’s market and I would 
love the opportunity to meet with you if you’re 
considering selling or buying.  I’ll focus on your 
individual needs and provide you with the highest 
level of service. 

Your neighbor on Timberside Your  
real estate goals 

are  
my priority 


