
Upcoming Events
Association Officer Elections in January
At our January 8 meeting at 7 PM at the UCC 
Church, 3500 W. Parmer Ln (north side of 
Parmer, just east of Tamarack), elections will be 
held for the association officer positions. 

The President position is open as our 
current president is moving from Northwood. 
The President chairs the quarterly Association 
meetings and may be contacted by groups outside 
Northwood. It usually only takes a few hours a 
month. If you would like to get involved and help 
keep Northwood a great place to live, contact 
one of the current officers (see the last page). If 
you are interested but are hesitant due to lack of 
experience, no worries! The other officers will 
help - they make a great team.  
 
There are other options for folks who want to help 
keep Northwood a great neighborhood without 

being an officer - just ask!  

Vote for December Yard of the Month 
It’s time to vote for the best lights and 
display in Northwood - deadline Dec. 21. 
There are 2 categories: Children’s choice 

and best overall. Ways to vote: 1) use the ballot on 
the last page and put it in the black Association 

mailbox at the curb of 4507 Tamarack Trail 2)email 
your choices to northwoodsecretary@gmail.com by 
that date 3) use our web site, northwoodna.com and 
click on the Events page.

Neighborhood Notes
Association President leaving Northwood 
- many thanks for all you’ve done!
As mentioned in our previous issue, the President 
of the Northwood Neighborhood Association, 
Cheryl Vanek is stepping down toward the end 
of the year. Cheryl has held this position since 
2005. Amongst the accomplishments during her 
tenure are the construction and placement of the 
current neighborhood board on Silver Creek, the 
neighborhood watch signs, the sidewalk on Silver 
Creek and the Northwood Neighborhood sign 
that was erected in the beginning of 2013. Cheryl 
negotiated concessions benefiting our association 
when the commercial building on Oak Creek 
(where the Brown Hand Center is located) was 
permitted and obtained a commitment from the 
builder to direct outbound traffic towards Mopac to 
minimize the impact on our streets. She also headed 
the neighborhood’s 4th of July Parade. The Board 
members wish to express their gratitude for all these 
years of community involvement and leadership.  
Northwood is an even better place to live thanks to 
Cheryl. 

Oak Wilt Alert: only prune and paint oak trees when it is very hot or very cold,  
then prune and immediately paint (you can use latex spray paint).  

Avoid pruning between February and June when the beetles transmitting the fungus are most active.

November / December 2014www.northwoodna.com
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New meeting location for 2015
The availability of the Milwood Library for meet-
ings is uncertain for 2015 due to its potential 
closure for remodeling. Therefore, the Associa-
tion Board meetings for 2015 will be held at the 
United Christian Church, 3500 W. Parmer. It’s the 
church just east of Tamarack on the same side of 
Parmer. 

We meet on the second Thursday of January, 
April, July and October. The dates are also on the 
About page of the northwoodna.com web site. 

Home & Family Safety
Young child hit by car in Northwood
This information is from the child’s mother
On September 30th around 5:30 p.m., a three 
year old in our neighborhood was struck by a car 
in front of her house. She was outside with her 
daddy, sister, and several friends on her block 
playing, when a driver in a large truck came 
slowly down the street looking for a house to buy. 
According to the police report, he was looking 
at their house thinking it was for sale when he 
felt his car hit something and thought it was a 
ball. The little girl was rushed to Dell Children’s 
hospital by ambulance where they determined 
she had multiple skull fractures, several other 
fractured bones, a lacerated liver, and other 
external injuries. She spent a week in NICU 
awaiting the swelling in her brain to reduce so she 
could have cranial reconstructive surgery. Her 
parents give God the glory in all her miraculous 
healing. To date she is in the process of making 
a full recovery! To all that know this family and 
have prayed for them... thank you. They could not 
have gone through this difficult trauma without 
their faith, family, friends, and community. 

[Editor] Fortunately this tragedy had a happy 
ending. Drivers, SLOW DOWN and stay alert 
and tell your teen drivers the same to avoid future 

tragedies. We may add "children at play" signs 
but eventually frequent drivers don't "see" them, 
lessening their impact. Get in the habit of driving 
carefully and alertly wherever there are children  


During Holidays, Do the 5
From an article by the North Austin Community 
Neighborhoods Association
The holidays are as busy a time for criminals as 
for the rest of us. The house on either side of you 
and the three houses in front of you are your 
FIVE. Keep an eye on them, including taking 
hangers off the door, picking up papers, and 
anything else that will make your area of the 
neighborhood look lived in.  Always call 311 for 
anything, even if it seems silly.  Often it is the 
pattern of 311 calls that highlights a problem.

Be extra suspicious of people wandering the 
neighborhood with cell phones and backpacks. 
Often they are casing the neighborhood, seeing 
if it will be an easy target, or if neighbors are 
willing to ask questions or call the police.  

Winter holiday travel tip - turn off waters
If you leave home for the holidays, turn off the 
water at the street and drip or drain the pipes. If 
we get a hard freeze, that reduces the chances of 
you coming home to water damage from burst 
pipes. 

Ask a neighbor to pick up the paper and mail 
etc., Leave your contact information with neigh-
bors and leave keys with trusted people. (One 
year a cat was trapped in a garage but was even-
tually rescued). Disable your garage door opener 
and store it in a safe place. Mark valuables with 
your driver’s license number and note their 
serial numbers where appropriate to increase the 
chances of getting stolen property returned. Back 
up your computer's information; ideally store 
that away from  your home. 
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City to revise coyote policy
Packs of coyotes live nearby people in many parts 
of Austin, including Northwood - a number of 
neighbors have seen a coyote (including 
this editor; a few years ago I saw a 
coyote trot through front yards from 
Bridlewood to Silver Creek with a 
baby deer in its mouth, looking for 
easy access to the creekbed). The City 
Council is considering revising how to deal with 
reports of coyote sightings, incidents and attacks. 
As of this writing, the hearing on this issue has 
been scheduled for November 20. 

This has been discussed on Nextdoor.com 
and Facebook; here is a recap, per an Impact 
News article (available at www.impactnews.
com/austin-metro - search for coyote conflict 
management)

The  proposal allows for the lethal removal of 
coyotes by city animal services (only) if there has 
been an attack on humans or leashed or attended 
pets, per the Animal Advisory Commission. The 
AAC presented its recommendations Oct. 21 to 
the PHHSC. The plan has undergone numerous 
revisions; the current version allows the use of 
live release box traps to catch the coyotes who 
will then be transferred to the Austin Animal 
Center to be euthanized—a change from the 
original plan allowing leg hold traps. 

Per NextDoor discussions, some experts believe 
that most adult coyotes would avoid the box 
traps and thus question their effectiveness. Also, 
there are concerns about waiting until coyotes 
attack a person or pet before taking action. For 
example, what if a coyote is seen at a playground 
but doesn’t approach children if they are 
present, can the coyote be trapped somehow and 
relocated?

Per the City’s web site, if you see a coyote, call 
311; if it is attacking a human, call 911. That web 
page also gives suggestions for not attracting 
coyotes: don’t leave water, bird feeders, food for 
pets or edible garbage where coyotes can reach 
it, don’t feed wildlife (including deer and other 
animals that coyotes hunt), keep pets inside at 
night or be with them outside (easier said than 
done with cats!), and keep shrubs trimmed to 
reduce hiding places for coyotes.

Join Nextdoor.com to learn about posted updates 
to the resolution and much more. 

Oh, Rats!
If you’ve heard any rustling noises in your attic 
or between the first and second floor for 2 story 
homes you may have uninvited roommates: 
rats. A neighbor in a 2-story house reported 
the following: They heard rustling noises in 
the ceiling above the kitchen and called their 
exterminator. He confirmed that there was a 
colony of rats and found the entry point. In their 
case, the rats entered the garage through a small 
crack, then ate a hole in the sheet rock - which 
they “eat like candy” per the exterminator. 

Unfortunately, they ate the sheet rock by the water 
heater door in the garage, leaving a dark greasy 
stain below their opening, which made the access 
point relatively easy to spot. By using 
the water heater area as access, they 
were able to get between the floors 
and to all parts of the home simply by 
following the pipes. They can squeeze 
through amazingly tiny holes. 

The solution: the exterminator placed snap traps 
around the garage and reminded the homeowner 
to keep the pets (also toddlers) out of the garage. 
Check and reset the traps daily. He also placed 
poison bait traps outside. Once the rats appear to 
be gone, repair the openings.

http://impactnews.com/austin-metro/lake-travis-westlake/austin-city-council-to-consider-coyote-conflict-management-policy-approval/
http://impactnews.com/austin-metro/lake-travis-westlake/austin-city-council-to-consider-coyote-conflict-management-policy-approval/
http://austintexas.gov/department/coyotes-central-texas
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It’s important to get rid of rats both for health 
reasons and also because they may gnaw at 
electrical lines, possibly causing a fire. 

Northwood Real Estate Update (As of 
11/16/14
By Linda Holmbeck, REALTOR® - Horizon Realty 
Austin

• 4 – Number of homes sold in Northwood (last 
90 days)

• 7 – Average number of days homes in 
Northwood spent on the market (last 90 days)

• 2 – Active listings on the market in 
Northwood

• 3 – Pending listings on the market in 
Northwood

• $284,350 – Average sales price for homes sold 
in Northwood (last 90 days)

Austin Market Stats For September, 2014 (Per 
latest data released by The Austin Board of 
Realtors)

• 2.8 – Months of inventory of single-family 
homes in the Austin Market

• 44 - Average # of days single family houses 
spent on the market in Sept. (unchanged from 
Sept., 2013)

• $240,000 – Median price for single family 
homes in Austin (up 8% from Sept., 2013)

• $308,514 – Average price for single-family 
homes (up 7% from Sept., 2013)

• $778,689,336 – Total dollar volume for single-
family properties sold (18% more than Sept., 
2013)

Austin’s robust real estate market remained intact 
according to the latest statistics from the Austin 
Board of Realtors. Sales in Northwood reflected 
that trend once again as the average sales price 
in the neighborhood was up almost 11% over the 
same period in 2013. 

During a recent talk at ABOR’s Realty Round Up, 
Dr. Jim Gaines of The Real Estate Center at Texas 
A&M University said the main areas of concern 
our market will continue to face over the next 
decade are affordability and sustainable pricing. 
Other areas of concern for Austin and the state 
of Texas include qualifying first-time buyers for 
loans, finding houses first-timers can afford, 
wages keeping pace with rising home prices and 
the expectation that interest rates will rise in late 
2015.

Dr. Gaines said he expects “happy days” to 
continue in the Austin real estate market and 
he ended his discussion on a high note touting 
the longtime “trilogy of real estate” -- “Location, 
location, location”. 

Continuing Business
Join the Northwood  Facebook and 
NextDoor groups!
If you want to get updates from neighbors in 
and around Northwood, join the Northwood 
Nextdoor group - go to www.nextdoor.com 
and add your street address; NextDoor will 
figure out that you live in Northwood. Over 230 
Northwood neighbors and over 1,000 in nearby 
neighborhoods have already joined. To join the 
Facebook page (requires a Facebook account), go 
to our web site  www.northwoodna.com to find 
the link.  

Yard of the Month
September’s winner was the Barr 
Family at 4109 Columbine. The front 
yard has a planter rock border with a 
flagstone path.  In the rock bordered 
flowerbeds are a planted a mixture 
of drought tolerant plants, such as 
yellow bells [Esperanza], Blue Plumbagos, Foxtail, 
Ferns, Pink Skullcaps, Lantanas, Muhley Grass, 
African Iris, Youpon Hollies, Varigated Ginger, 
Pentas, and Begonias. The flower bed in the front 
surrounds two oak trees that offer abundant 

http://northwoodna.com
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Any time you see a person or vehicle that doesn’t 
seem to belong, get as detailed a description as 
possible and notify the police – call 311 (or 911 
if they are still present).  Always call 311 or 911 for 
unusual or suspicious activities; that information may 
help the police identify patterns and catch a criminal 
 

Past newsletter issues on web site
If you want to find an article from a past newslet-
ter, check our web site, www.northwoodna.com. 
All issues starting with 2012 are available there. 


Calendar
December  Holiday Yard of the Month

shade to the front yard.  On the opposite side of 
the drive way is another rock bed with Purple Sage 
and Yellow Bells.

Linda and Bill Bassett, 4403 Oak Creek, won 
the October Yard of the Month; they noted “we 
originally took out the St. Augustine grass... to 
conserve water, save money and design a land-
scape that is more drought tolerant. It is a work 
in progress and we have plans for two more beds. 
We wanted a showcase piece and that is the center 
Ferox Agave. It was chosen because of the deep 
green colors and its ability to tolerate the colder 
Texas winter climate down to 15 degrees.  Addi-
tionally we plan to add other smaller agave cactus, 
a few Opuntia ‘Bunny Ears’ cactus and balance the 
design with liriope and other ornamental grasses. 
The Lantana adds an explosion of color. 

Police report
The City’s Crime Viewer is available at www.

austintexas.gov; search for “crime viewer”. 
You can also subscribe to a daily crime report 
for any area (such as for 1 mile) around your 
address at www spotcrime.com.

September  
Burglary of vehicle Palomar 7:47
Burglary of vehicle Silver Creek 9:11
Family disturbance Burr Oak 23:07
October  
Debit card abuse Tamarack Trail 11:05
Deceased person Silver Creek 16:39
(natural causes)
Family disturbance Northfield 17:55
Fraud  - other Palomar 12:18
Theft from auto Silver Creek 19:32
November  
Family disturbance Oak Creek 9:29
Fraud – other Palomar 11:30
Junked / nuisance Northfield 11:36 
vehicle 
Junked / nuisance  Northfield 9:59
vehicle 

Officers:
President  vacant        
 NorthwoodPresident@gmail.com
Vice President - Jeanie Beckham  512.371.7014
 NorthwoodVicePresident@gmail.com
Secretary Rosalia Nassaux 826-3111
        NorthwoodSecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer Nancy Grijalva 218-9492
         NorthwoodTreasurer@gmail.com 

The News from Northwood is a publication of the 
Northwood Neighborhood Association

Editor Donna Blumberg 244-7500
northwoodna@gmail.com

Classified Ad rates:
     Business card   $15
     1/4 page     $35
     1/2 page            $60
     Full page     $85

www.ci.austin.tx.us/GIS/crimeviewer/CrimeReportSearch.html
http://spotcrime.com
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December Holiday Yard of the Month contest - place in black mailbox at the curb of 4507 Tamarack Trail 
or email to Northwoodsecretary@gmail.com by December 21 or vote online - northwoodna.com, then click 
Events to reach the Voting page.

Adult Voter 1 name:  ______________________ address-best yard ________________________________________

Adult Voter 2 name:______________________ address - best yard ________________________________________

Adult Voter 3 name:_______________________address - best yard ________________________________________

Child voter 1 name:_______________________ address - children’s choice __________________________________

Child voter 2 name:_______________________ address - children’s choice ___________________________________

Child voter 3 name:_______________________ address - children’s choice____________________________________
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