
Upcoming Events
Neighborhood Garage Sale 
The Fall Neighborhood Garage Sale is scheduled 
for Saturday, October 11, from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
rain or shine. Registration for the garage sale will 
be from September 30 through October 10. The 
registration form is in the back of this newsletter. 
The registration fee of two dollars ($2.00) and 
the registration form in this newsletter should be 
deposited in the black Association mailbox at the 
curb of 4507 Tamarack Trail. 

The garage sale will be advertised in the Austin 
American Statesman and signs will be put out the 
day of the sale. The two-dollar fee is used to offset 
the cost of the ad and the cost of the signs.

Friday Presale - we’ll have a ‘pre-sale’ event Friday 
night just for Northwood people—it will not be 
advertised outside this newsletter. Turn your 
porch light on and open the garage door if you 
want to participate.

Remember to register by October 10!

Neighborhood Notes 
Presentation on MoPac at Oct. 16 Board 
meeting
If you drive on MoPac, you’ve been affected by the 
construction work to add an express lane. Steve 
Pustelnyk, “Mr. MoPac”, will give a presentation 
on the project and answer questions at the Octo-
ber 16 Association meeting starting at 7 PM in 
the Milwood Library. All residents are welcome 
to attend. We will post a reminder and updates on 
NextDoor. 

Association Officer Elections in January; 
officer vacancy
At our January 2014 meeting, elections will be held 
for the Association officer positions.  The President 
position will be open since our wonderful President 
is moving from Northwood. The President is the 
main contact for outside groups such as zoning, 
and also chairs the quarterly Association meetings. 
Involvement only takes about an hour a month and 
typically up to 3 hours when special projects are 
being carried out.  
If you would like to learn more about the President’s 
duties or how you can keep Northwood a great place 
to live, please contact one of the current officers (see 
the last page).   

Oak Wilt Alert: only prune and paint oak trees when it is very hot or very cold, then prune and  
immediately paint (you can use latex spray paint). Avoid pruning between February and June when 
the beetles transmitting the fungus are most active.
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Curbside recycling takes more plastics
austintexas.gov/department/single-stream-
recycling
The City is now accepting more materials in the 

curbside recycling. The following list is from the 
above web page. Note: all materials, includ-
ing food containers (such as pizza boxes), 
must be clean - no food residue. For a full 

list of other non-recyclable items (including 
metal clothing hangers), see the above web page.

One surprise (to this editor) exception is 
shredded paper. That is NOT acceptable as it 
clogs the machines. However, per the Recycling 
Department shredded paper can be mixed in with 
grass clippings and leaves contained in paper yard 
bags and set curbside for the weekly yard waste 
collection. The paper will break down along with 
the clippings and make good compost.

Recyclable items include:

Plastics - includes new items:
Water & soda bottles, milk jugs, liquid containers, 
jars and tubs (yogurt, butter tubs, etc.), detergent 
and all purpose cleaner bottles, soap and 
shampoo bottles, buckets, lawn furniture, laundry 
baskets, pet carriers, milk crates, toys without 
batteries, totes and lids, tubs,  flower pots and trays, 
dish drainers, trash cans

Paper: 
Glossy and matte paper, envelopes, junk mail, 
greeting cards, catalogs, newspapers, coupons, 
posters, sticky notes, paper bags, non foil 
wrapping paper (non-foil) magazines

Cardboard/Boxboard:
Corrugated cardboard and boxboard boxes, shoe 
boxes, gift boxes, soda/beverage boxes, food 
boxes (cereal boxes, microwave meals, boxes of 
rice, etc.) paper towel rolls

Aluminum and metal
Aluminum foil (clean, balled 2 inches or larger), 

aluminum foil baking pans, pie plates, tins, trays 
(clean), food cans and caps/lids, soda cans and 
caps/lids, steel and tin cans

Glass
Jars and caps (with labels), Bottles and bottle caps 
(with or without labels). 

City Elections - District 7 candidates
This will be the first election for City Council 
members who represent specific districts in Austin 
- including two last-minute candidates. To learn 
about all of the candidates for Northwood’s District 
7, visit www.austindistrict7.org/. This site is run by 
residents of District 7 who are not associ-
ated with any candidate. 

The League of  Women Voters site, 
lwvaustin.org/  also has good information 
on all elections. 

Bond Elections information
If you want details about upcoming city, county and 
state bond elections, visit the State Comptroller’s 
site www.texastransparency.org/. Bond information 
is in the Special Features section. The information 
is based on research cross-checked with the local 
entities themselves and a listing prepared by the 
Municipal Advisory Council. You can view a sort-
able master list of bond elections for the state, or 
view elections county by county. And there is much 
other interesting information on this site.

How much water does your yard need?
Wondering if you are giving your yard (especially 
the trees) enough water? The City’s web site has a 
Runtime Time Calculator to help you determine 
how long you need to water your yard at different 
times of the year.  It considered a variety of factors, 
including the slope of the ground, the amount of 
sun/shade, the plant and soil types and more.
www.austintexas.gov/water/conservation/ 
irrigation/calculator.cfm 

http://austintexas.gov/department/single-stream-recycling
http://austintexas.gov/department/single-stream-recycling
http://www.austindistrict7.org/
http://lwvaustin.org/
http://www.texastransparency.org/
http://www.austintexas.gov/water/conservation/irrigation/calculator.cfm
http://www.austintexas.gov/water/conservation/irrigation/calculator.cfm
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Using hand-held cell phones while driving 
illegal in Austin starting Jan 1, 2015
Per an article in the Statesman, the Austin City 
Council approved an ordinance Thursday banning 
nearly all forms of hand-held cell phone use while 
driving inside city limits (excluding emergency 
communications), effective January 1, 2015. 

Hands-free devices will be permitted under the new 
law cell phones may be used while motorists were at 
a complete stop. The law applies to bicyclists as well. 
Use of navigation devices, digital music players and 
other portable electronics while driving will also 
become illegal. 

Milwood Library to close for renovation
The Milwood Library will be closed starting later 
this year for renovations. Per the library, the 
expected closing date should be some time in 
November. More decisions have to be made before 
the date is finalized. Thus, we are looking for a new 
location for next year’s meetings. If you have any 
suggestions for a nearby location, contact one of the 
officers. 

Northwood Real Estate Update (As of 
9/6/14)  By Linda Holmbeck, REALTOR® - Horizon 
Realty Austin 
•  6  –  Number of homes sold in Northwood  

(last 90 days)
• 15  – Average number of days homes in North-

wood spent on the market (last 90 days)
• 0 –  Active listings on the market in Northwood
• 2 – Pending listings on the market in North-

wood
• $258,467 – Average sales price for homes sold in 

Northwood (last 90 days)

Austin Market Stats For July, 2014 
• 3.0  – Months of inventory of single-family 

homes in the Austin Market
• 39 - Average # of days single family houses 

spent on the market in July (2 days fewer than 
July, 2013)

• $250,000 – Median price for single family 
homes in Austin (up 9% from July, 2013)

• $318,854 – Average price for single-family 
homes (up 7% from July, 2013)

• $938,706,176 – Total dollar volume for single 
family properties sold (4% more than July, 
2013)

For the first time since May, 2011 home sales in 
the Austin area decreased slightly and inventory 
increased as more listings hit the market 
according to the Austin Board of Realtors.  Even 
with inventory on the rise for the first time 
in three years, prices continued to climb and 
the Austin market still saw a high demand for 
housing. Recent sales in Northwood reflect these 
trends with houses selling for higher prices in less 
than average days on the market.  

The predominant housing issue the market is 
currently faced with is affordability in the area.  
Along with the high demand and low inventory 
comes increasing prices which makes owning a 
home less attainable for many potential home 
buyers. According to a recent Austin American 
Statesman article, more Austin residents rent than 
own the home they live in. 

Oak Creek Anglican Church update
The St. Francis Anglican Church of Austin bought 
some land at 3401 Oak Creek behind the office 
building and is building their permanent home 
there.  Per Sr. Warden (lay chairman of the board) 
Mark Rambin, the site development plan has 
been approved by the City without any variances 
and the initial erosion controls, demolition, and 
site grubbing are also done.  They are 
continuing to work diligently on their 
new home and “want to be a valued 
member of the neighborhood for 
years to come.”  See their ad in this 
newsletter for more details.  

http://stfrancisaustin.com/
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Hackberry Psyllids
by Wizzine Brown, Texas A&M Agrilife Extension
During late summer and fall you may see tiny 
mottled grayish-brown insects collecting near 
windows, especially if hackberry trees are near. 
At 1/8 inch long, these hackberry psyllid look 
like tiny cicadas and are closely related to them.

These insects are not harmful to humans or 
companion animals. Now they are searching 
for over wintering sites. They usually spend 
the winter under the bark of trees but may be 
attracted to lights and they may end up in cracks 
inside the home. To manage the fall invasion of 
these tiny insects, use fine mesh (18) screening, 
reduce outdoor lighting or use bulbs that are less 
attractive to insects, and seal cracks and crevices. 
Even so, some insects may work their way inside. 
Just vacuum them up. 

Home & Family Safety
Wrap 9 volt battery terminals when 
recycling
Household batteries can be recycled at the 

Milwood Library and the Household Hazard 
Waste container. As you collect 9 volt 
batteries, wrap electrical tape around 

their contacts before tossing them into 
your battery recycle stash. One family 

nearly lost their home to fire because the 
contacts on the 9 volt batteries touched, 

shorted the terminals and eventually started a 
fire.  This is described in a video that is available 
at this short link:  http://goo.gl/dG2Bkk 

Was that vehicle recalled and repaired?
The web site safercar.gov has much worthwhile 
information about vehicle safety. A new feature is 
very helpful for shoppers: the ability to learn if a 
specific vehicle was part of a recall... and if it was 
repaired. All you need is the VIN and go to: 
www.safercar.gov/Vehicle+Shoppers 

When should a senior citizen stop 
driving?
As we age, eventually we may no longer be able to 
drive safely, Many factors can affect when a person 
is no longer able to drive safely, and it can be 
difficult to admit.  St.  David’s now has an Adaptive 
Driving Program  Once a physician refers a patient 
who has a valid driver’s license,  a registered occu-
pational therapist provides evaluation and training. 
The program includes a comprehensive evaluation 
that determines the person’s ability to drive.

For details call (512) 544-5116  or visit
www.stdavidsrehab.com/programs-services/
outpatient-rehabilitation-services/driving-program.
aspx   

Social media helps Northwood safety
NextDoor and the Northwood Facebook group 
have been extremely helpful in spreading the word 
when a suspicious person has been sighted or 
an incident (such a neighbor’s car being stolen) 
has occurred in this area. Facebook posts  in the 
Northwood group appear to be only for North-
wood (as expected). Nextdoor subscribers can 
learn about incidents in nearby neighborhoods 
such as Preston Oaks or Milwood - and thus can 
recognize potential danger that might happen 
here, as well as see recommendations for dentists, 
remodelers and much more.

One incident was reported in early August. Two 
girls in their late teens were out for their nightly 
walk and noticed a car that was clearly following 
them.  They went to a neighbor’s house and waited 
for their mom to pick them up.  

Suspicious person sightings have been posted. 
Later in August, several neighbors posted to 
NextDoor that a suspicious man knocked at 
their door claiming to be a Time Warner Cable 
employee and needed access to their cable box. 
This was during the time that TWC employees 

http://videos.komando.com/watch/4910/viral-videos-something-you-have-in-your-home-started-this-fire
http://goo.gl/dG2Bkk
http://safercar.gov
http://www.safercar.gov/Vehicle+Shoppers
http://www.stdavidsrehab.com/programs-services/outpatient-rehabilitation-services/driving-program.aspx
http://www.stdavidsrehab.com/programs-services/outpatient-rehabilitation-services/driving-program.aspx
http://www.stdavidsrehab.com/programs-services/outpatient-rehabilitation-services/driving-program.aspx
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were upgrading customers’ cable modems to 
faster ones without prior notification. Through 
the NextDoor discussion, we learned that some 
of the TWC employers  drive their own vehicles 
rather than a TWC truck, but all should have a 
badge. Just ask for their badge and employee ID 
number, then you can call TWC  at 1-800-892-
2253 to verify they are actual TWC employees.  
It’s a good idea to ask anyone at your door for an 
ID, especially if they claim to be in sales or repair.

Thanks to all the neighbors who posted updates 
about this on NextDoor, especially about how to 
verify if the person is a TWC employee.   

How long to keep bed pillows?
from mercola.com
Many people keep their bed pillows until they 

wear out - 3 years or more.  To 
decide when it’s time to replace 
the pillow, use the folding test: 
fold your pillow in half. If it stays 
folded instead of springing back, 
it’s time to replace it.

Ideally your pillow should fill the gap between 
your head and shoulders when you lie down. Old 
pillows flatten out, leaving your head and neck 
withouto adequate support; this can lead to pain 
and restless nights.

The other issue with long-term pillows is they 
become infested with dust mites, which are 
microscopic bugs that feed on dead skin cells 
and thrive in warm, humid environments like a 
pillow. They don’t bite or spread diseases but they 
are the most common allergen in household dust. 

If your allergy symptoms are worse in the 
morning, it coud be due to high levels of dust 
mites in your pillow and bedding. Washing your 
pillow weekly in hot water will kill dust mites, as 
will freezing it overnight. The entire pillow - not 

just the case - must be washed or frozen. Also 
consider encasing your pillows in a dust-proof 
container or choose a high quality wool pillow 
which is hypoallergenic and naturally repels 
dust mites. Wool pillows are also naturally fire 
resistant so they don’t need and fire retardent 
chemicals.  

Continuing Business
Join the Northwood  NextDoor and 
Facebook discussion groups!
Join the Nextdoor Northwood neighborhood 
group and the Facebook group to stay updated 
on the latest - from lost/found pets (a number 
of pets have been reunited with their families 
thanks to “found” posts), recommendations for 
home repair and more to alerts of suspicious 
persons and even posting to their Classified 
section. They both also have apps for smart 
phones. 

Differences: anyone with a Facebook account can 
see or post to our Facebook group.  Only 
residents (based on provided address) can join 
our Nextdoor group. 

Nextdoor messages can be shared either only 
with Northwood neighbors or also with nearby 
neighborhoods. To join over 200 Northwood 
neighbors on Nextdoor and nearly 1,000 for all 
nearby ones, go to www.nextdoor.com and sign 
up! 

2014 Due$ are due
The 2014 dues are due. They are $15 and are for 
the calendar year 2014. The dues pay for the gift 
certificates for the yard of the month and help 

pay for the 
newsletter and 
some special 
activities. 
 
To join the 

Dues must be current 
to be eligible for  

financial assistance for  
treatment of oak wilt

http://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2014/08/28/keeping-pillow-too-long.aspx?
http://nextdoor.com
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Posted on NextDoor in early September: 26” 
forest green Electra bike stolen while the garage 
door was open during the noon hour.

Any time you see a person or vehicle that doesn’t 
seem to belong, get as detailed a description as 
possible and notify the police – call 311 (or 911 if 
they are still present). If you are aware of a theft 
or other problem, post it to NextDoor and/or 
Facebook or email the editor at northwoodna@
gmail.com. An anonymous description of the 
incident will be included in the police report 
section of the newsletter. 

Past newsletter issues on web site
Need to look up something in a prior issue of the 
newsletter? All issues starting with 2012 are on 
our web site, www.northwoodna.com. 

Calendar
October  13 Fall Garage Sale
December  Holiday Yard of the Month

Northwood Neighborhood Association, either 
complete the form on the back of this newsletter 
and mail a check to the treasurer at the address 
listed on the form or visit our web site  www.
northwoodna.com and pay with a credit card and 
PayPal. A Texas-size Thank You! to everyone who 
has paid their dues! 

Police neighborhood contact
Our neighborhood police contact is Officer 
Michael Whetston. Contact him at 512.974-5553 
or Michael.Whetston@austintexas.gov. To just 
report an incident, you may call 311.  

Police report
The City’s Crime Viewer is available 
at austintexas.gov; search for Maps. 
You can subscribe to a daily crime 
report for any area (such as for 1 
mile) around your address at  
spotcrime.com.

At the end of August one neighbor reported 
that overnight someone spray painted their cars, 
which were parked in the driveway, and their 
neighbor’s garage door was also spray painted. 
Another neighbor who lives near Parmer had a 
car stolen from the driveway. In the early after-
noon he had started to leave, realized he forgot 
something and left the car unlocked for no more 
than 5 minutes while in the house. When he went 
back outside, the car was gone.  They called the 
police; no neighbors saw anything. 

August
Columbine Criminal Michief 1:11
Northfield Criminal Mishchief 14:20
Tamarack Burglary of Vehicle 17:08
September
Northfield Assault w/ Injury-

Family/date violence
2:47

Oak Bend Dr Burglary of home 12:44

Classified Ad rates:
     Business card   $15
     1/4 page       $35
     1/2 page           $60
     Full page      $85

http://spotcrime.com
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Garage Sale Registration
Register by October 10; put this form and $2.00 in the black Association mailbox at the curb at 4507 
Tamarack.

Name:______________________________________

Address:____________________________________ Phone: _________________

Northwood 2014 dues $15.00

Name ____________________________________   Phone __________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________  
Either pay dues through PayPal on our website, northwoodna.com or write a check payable for Northwood 
Neighborhood Association and mail to Treasurer Nancy Grijalva, 4507 Tamarack Trail, Austin, TX 78727 
(do not drop in the Association mailbox, it isn’t waterproof). Be sure to join the Northwood Nextdoor dis-
cussion group at www.nextdoor.com  Also join our Facebook discussion group; see the northwoodna.com 
web site for details. 

Officers:
President  Cheryl Vanek 512.244-4368
        NorthwoodPresident@gmail.com
Vice President Jeanie Beckham  512.371.7014

 NorthwoodVicePresident@gmail.com
Secretary Rosalia Nassaux  512.826-3111
        NorthwoodSecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer Nancy Grijalva  512.218-9492
         NorthwoodTreasurer@gmail.com

The News from Northwood is a publication of 
the Northwood Neighborhood Association

Editor Donna Blumberg 512.244-7500
northwoodna@gmail.com

http://www.nextdoor.com
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Please allow us to introduce ourselves to the Northwood Neighborhood: 

ST. FRANCIS ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTIN
“Austin’s Traditional Anglican Parish since 1990”

All worship services use the 1928 Book of Common Prayer 

Sunday Morning Services at 9:30 am and 11:00 am (Nursery provided) 

Sunday School Classes for Children and Youth at 9:30 am 

Other Services and Activities as announced – see our website for details 

Currently meeting at our Interim Location – Join us!   
10435 Burnet Road, Suite 125 Austin, Texas 78758   Phone: 512.472.7514

Our permanent location will be 3401 Oak Creek Drive 

www.StFrancisAustin.com
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